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CAVES BEACH UCA 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Strengthen our faith at this resurrection time, O God; 

        give us the courage of Mary Magdalene. 

Strengthen our faith at this resurrection time, O God;  

        give us the honesty of Thomas the apostle. 

Strengthen our faith at this resurrection time, O God; 

        give us the joy of the gathered disciples. 

Strengthen our faith at this resurrection time, O God; 

give us the active spirit of the Risen Christ. Christ be 

praised. Alleluia! 

Opening Prayer: serving others ,caring for others, Risen Christ 

transformation and worship: transformation of community.  

The Risen Christ will transform us! 

Christ will transform our earthbound worship into an act of 
glorious praise. 

The Risen Christ will transform us! 

Christ will transform our hesitant community into an 

active, enthusiastic group of friends. 

The Risen Christ will transform us! 

Christ will transform our fear of the unknown into a ready 

spirit of adventure. 

The Risen Christ will transform us! 



Christ will transform our self-serving into service of those 
around us, and of those whose crying needs are brought 
home to us. Amen. 

HYMN 228 Crown him with many crowns  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc3UnhPHTOo  

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING & CONFESSION 

God, you spoke life into what was void, 

and shaped all things on earth and in the heavens, 

our Easter Hallelujahs continue to echo in our hearts  

and we sing for joy 

of the great comfort that comes from knowing 

that you stand amongst us,  

that you offer us peace, 

that you call us into family with you. 

God of life, 

We confess that it is easy to close ourselves off from the world  

when things are tough and confronting. 

In uncertain times it is easy to lock ourselves in a bubble  

of knowledgeable ignorance. 

In times of fear and scarcity it is easy for us to close the door on people in 
need. 

In moments of conflict it is easy to build a barrier  

that inhibits communication and engagement 

between ourselves and those with whom we disagree.  

In moments of shame and when we are distressed  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc3UnhPHTOo


it is easier to turn away than confront what is before us. 

And yet we claim to be people of faith who live out your resurrection.  

Remind us God, that we are not promised an easy road nor an easy life –  

Easter is not about what’s easy –  

we need only look at your scarred hands to know this.  

It’s about restoration and what’s life giving.  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE       

When we open our eyes and hearts to goodness, God will enter into our 
lives regardless of what barriers and barricades we might have put in place. 
Trust in this and let yourselves be led into the reconciling peace of God. 

READING 

       John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After 
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 

any, they are retained.” 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 
will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 



30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come 
to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name. 

HYMN 407 Breathe on me breath of God  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmkzSjs9eAw  

SERMON 

This week we are looking at a completely different approach to the 
resurrection, this time from John’s Gospel. Here we start with the disciples 
locked away in fear of the people who had hunted Jesus down and 

crucified him. 

I have often wondered what it would be like to live in such fear and then I 

came across this story.  

A few years ago an English missionary was visiting India and at one stage 
he was assigned to a jungle encampment. In the middle of the jungle were 
a series of wooden huts set in a square looking onto a sandy area in the 

middle.  

The first night he was there he was warned that he had to be firmly settled 
into his quarters by sun set. Apparently at dusk all the cobras and other 
dangerous creatures would come out from the undergrowth and look 
around for food. He had to make sure that the windows were closed, that 
there were plugs firmly pushed into the sinks and so on to stop the spiders 
and scorpions getting in.  

Needless to say the poor bloke didn’t sleep a wink that night! The windows 
were tightly closed, the sink was covered and there were towels packed 
against the doors, even paper had been stuffed into the door locks. He 
didn’t sleep a wink that night too fearful of letting his guard down and being 

eaten alive!   

I wonder if that was the way things were for those desperate disciples a 

week after Jesus was taken from them? 

It is commonly held that the profound nature of the experiences of the 
disciples following the resurrection and at the Pentecost event were such 
that they changed a ragged group of followers into the dynamic group who 
started the Christian faith. Their experience of the risen Christ was such 

that their world was transformed.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmkzSjs9eAw


The story of Christ’s appearances to his disciples can leave us with some 
questions, even doubts. However, this is what makes the experiences 
seem real. They vary between each Gospel. 

In Matthew’s account it is the two Mary’s who come across the risen Christ. 
Then we hear that the disciples gather on a hill top in Galilee where they 
meet up with Jesus. In Matthew 28:17 we hear: “when they saw him, they 
worshipped him, even though some of them doubted.” Here Jesus was 
right in front of them, but some still had their doubts. Whatever the rag tag 
group of disciples experienced of the risen Christ there was still room for 
some to doubt.  

If Jesus had simply been resuscitated when he came down from the cross 

then there would have been no doubts. Resurrection is however a 
completely different story. It is not an every-day experience! When you 
have nothing to compare it to then of course there are questions and 
doubts. The difficulty was compounded by Christ suddenly appearing then 

disappearing without regard to locked doors and solid walls.  

Then there was the experience from Luke of breaking bread with Him, once 

they sat back to contemplate the presence all that was left was the bread!  

One thing we can reflect on is the fact that despite their experience of the 
risen Christ not everyone lost their doubts. This is perhaps no different from 

our community.  

I am sure that most of us would have doubts and question in our faith. Even 
the appearance of the risen Christ didn’t sweep away all misgiving. That 
sounds like us. It was to this imperfect community that Christ gave the 

commission to: “Go into all the world and be my witnesses.” 

It is into this theme of questions that we come to this week’s reading from 
John’s Gospel. The story is told differently, as John does, but the theme is 
there. Jesus had appeared once to Mary Magdalene but no-one else. Even 
she had not recognised him until he started to speak to her. He even told 
her not to stay with him, so she went back to the disciples. They too were 
doubtful. 

John has Jesus appear to the assembled disciples on the evening of his 
resurrection. They were hiding away behind locked doors when suddenly 

Jesus appears in the middle of them saying: “Peace be with you.” To 

address their unbelief he shows them his nail scarred hands. 

This is followed by John’s version of Pentecost when Jesus says to them: 
“receive the Holy Spirit.” This is in complete contrast to Luke’s account 



where the resurrection appearances and Pentecost are completely different 
events. For John the point is that when you encounter the risen Christ you 
receive the Holy Spirit. The debate around whether these are simultaneous 
events or different events has been tossed around ever since.  I am happy 
to sit with those who suggest that in all probability both happened. At some 
stage all of the disciples were breathed on and received the Holy Spirit. 

Now Jesus seems to disappear for the next week. Where are the disciples 
when he appears again? They are locked away in the same room! Those 
that John tells us received the Holy Spirit on the resurrection day were still 
hiding away in a locked room. However this time Thomas is also there. 
Despite having received the Holy Spirit the other disciples had still not able 

to convince Thomas about the resurrection.  

I wonder how many of you still harbour some doubts about your faith? 

Have you experienced the risen Christ? 

If you admit to this then you can count yourself in good company. Most 
followers of the risen Christ, even his first disciples, had doubts. Jesus 
miraculously appearing in the middle of a locked room didn’t dissipate all 
their doubts. It is in the reality of the reactions of those first disciples that 
we touch base with the reality of our own faith. It is not some massive 
confidence trick, it is a connection which is life giving and sets us free.  

I am sure that many of you could probably tell me the time and date of your 
conversion experience. Others, like me, have felt that connection for all of 
our lives. There is one thing that all of have experienced in common, not 
everything in our lives was transformed all at one time. It is easier to look 
back at these times as turning points, rather than a sudden miracle where 
we turned out to be the perfect person. In fact many of us are still on that 
journey.  

It is as the faith and hope of our connection to the Holy Spirit takes hold of 

us that we start to transform and grow.  

That faith took root in our lives alongside our doubts and concerns and 
gradually it moves to address those issues allowing us to grow and 
blossom.  

Hope took root alongside our fears. 

Faith took hold of our doubts. 

Courage gradually took over our fears to become the basis of the new life.  



Love took over to allow apathy to diminish and let life take hold.  

Just like the first disciples we may well have been huddled behind locked 
doors at some stages but as our faith grows we become like those first 
disciples at Pentecost sharing the Good News into the world around us. We 
are no longer that timid person hiding behind locked doors. It was those 
initially timid disciples who within just a few years were carrying the 
message throughout the known world.  

The simple act of recognising our faith in something, which conquers death 
and despair, can make a memorable start to our faith journey. It is only as 
we continue to seek the risen Christ through the Word, communion and 
prayer that we can grow our faith and build confidence in our experience. 
There can always be simple but profound experiences which nurture us as 

we move with the ever-present and ever-elusive Holy Spirit.  

Whether we are new to our faith or can count it in tens of years none of us 
have experienced exactly the same things. Just like Thomas the points of 
great faith realisation stay with us. These experiences can lead us into 
making our own contributions to changing the world in which we live, a step 

at a time.  

We might choose to focus on the doubts of Thomas or we can see the 
potential that John puts before us to move out from behind closed doors to 

be part of God’s Word in our time. 

HYMN 409  O breath of God come sweeping through us  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKz1BwFe6uE  

PRAYERS FOR THE OFFERING 

People of God,  

Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness in continuing to give to the 
work of the church through your offerings here. We pray that they may be 
used in ways that promote peace and justice and open the gates of God’s 

realm of love in our world. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The image of people being locked away and full of fear  

is one that is still common in our world today.  

There are many places throughout the world  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKz1BwFe6uE


where people are deprived of their liberty and forced to work in cruel,  

slave-like situations – in clothing factories, as domestic staff,  

in cocoa plantations and in the sex industry.  

There continues to be detention centres  

and camps in which refugees and people seeking asylum  

are held in poor conditions with little hope of leaving. 

There are those who find themselves in the grip of domestic violence  

believing that there is no way out. 

There are people locked in pain and grief and confusion. 

Can we intervene in the world in such a way  

that even if such barriers and barricades remain  

hope and love can find their way inside? 

God, there is no barrier that is impenetrable to your liberating grace. 

Grant us the courage to scale walls of injustice  

and breakdown those things that cause division between neighbours,  

the destruction of your good creation  

and diminish the integrity and dignity of your people.  

Let it be so. 

HYMN 675  Lord of the light of you love is shining  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4hXJ9ax2FY  

BENEDICTION 

May the peace of God that passes through locked doors, enter our hearts 
and minds today that we may continue on in the work of restoring life to all. 

Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJ6RaKX4_I4&t=24s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4hXJ9ax2FY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJ6RaKX4_I4&t=24s

